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| To all Perris, both by Words 


| and 43D 9 
A few words or the clearing elf and the Truth 
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in general, Fs real Loveto all, +; ably Nara 
of Faith, who are redeemed to God, of the 
eſs of the W orld, who are in Scorn Bris Quakers. - 


, Pon the 16th day of the 6th Moneth, (called 
( | Anguft)- 1680. 1 being at Backewell-about m my 


trading (it being a, Fair) was by .two-or 
and nqt ring at the Spiritual 
© appearing, p at _ 
rror, by clear Scripture, I woul ke rr 


Bailiffs arreſted, by , virtue of a'Writ of Excommunicats. 
Capiendo, for not coming t6 the Pariſh G's [Cs ales 
appeared levera tered” ariſh 
reſt, that yo d make it ajDrar, that that "ar 
Friend ; And further, That if he Fink | P ops 
fram clear Scripture, that if WAS at 
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God, to come to the Pari Church ax 
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to } orm me -at that 5Or ar 
charitable as to bid me gome' Du! 
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After I was ſent.to Priſon, many falſe charges were 
flung after me, to render me and Truth odiqus to the 
CongeFFeopts, who were ready to'wonder -why they 
ſhould ſend fuch a peaceable man to Prifon ; and I was 
by my Perſecutors. 10 highly accuſed to be 4» Heryerick, 
A Fattious Fellow, The Ringleader of a Fattious People, yea, 
# Bliſphemer, an Enemy to Ceſar, and 4 dangerous Fellow, 
and 4 Spreader of dangerous" Principles, and what not ? 
and all to make the People think hardly of me, and -be- 
lieve, if they could, againſt their Belief, that F was ſome 
dangerous man, infomuch,'that they ſaid, I was not fit zo 
live, Spiel not fit to be looſe in a Country ; for by keeping 
me in Priſon, they had hopes to ſcatter the reſt : At the 
hearing of theſe ſtrange and malicious falſe Catumnies, I 
was not a little grieved, not for my ſelf , but others, 
whoT heard, were ready to thinkhardly of me, becauſe 
| ſuchReports had gained fome Credit with ſome, that 
were _ both wiſe and ſober ; they believed them, 
' becauſe others. believed them ; * thoſe: others believed 
. them, becauſe my Perſecutors (who are looked upon b 
moſt to be ſpiritual men) reported them amongf theſe 
black-Mouth'd uncharitable men. I could nothave one 
tocome at me to ſhew, 'me my reported fad Condition, 
but in Priſon I muſt lie, come what will come of Wife 
and Children ; ſo that then my Wife went, with two 
Priends more, to the Arch-Deacon, (fo called) and ſhew- 
ed him the unreaſonableneſs of my ſuffering, and the 
need of my liberty ; but ts words were great Charges, 
as aforeſaid, though he never diſconrſed'me about Reli- 
gion in his life; .its true, he alſo ſaid, That he would cone 
Fo me, 4nd diſcourſe me, andif I wasin the right, andthe in 
The wrong, 1 cons: out of Priſon, and he would go in 
" Wks . or 
"is 
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for me; but he vet fails towake his words good ; - And 
I daxdeclare to all that may ſee theſe Lines, that if T can- 
not make it appear, that he is wrong and I right, I then 
will be content-to ſtay where Iam ; . only. 1 would be 
judged by unprejadiced men to the Truth, and ſuch as 
are not partial, nor make no outward Gain of the Scrip- 
tures: . Many others, have deſired my Enlargement, 
ſome by Letters, and ſome aged os in Perſon, but all 
fails, except I will conform, and pay the Charges they 
have been at in laying me inPriſon; which thingI cannot, 
or dare not do ; For, Firft, I believe I ought not to con- 
form to the Worſhiþ that now by the Prieſts of this Na- 
tion is maintained by their preaching and praQtice; T do 
not mean by their Purſes; for both they and it coſt the 
People dear. 24ly, I believe, that though it be after the 
way which they call Hereſie, yet that the Worſhip I now 
own, is the true Worſhip'of God, and do find by good 
and great experience, that the Lord God of Heaven and 
- Earth, who is a Spirit, doth approve and own it ſotobe ; 
for the Worſhip I own and believe is the true Worſhip of 
God, 'is that ſpoken of in Johz 4. 23, 24- They that War- 
ſhip God aright, worſhip and ſerve him 1n Spirit and inTrath ; 
and faith our Saviour, The Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, 
34ly, Seeing our Lord Chriſt Jeſus, did ſet up, appoint 
and command this Worſhip, therefare I believe I ought 
not to leave it, and run to another Worſhip, that is no 
where commanded, either by Chriſt, or any of his A- 
poſtles, thinking thereby to ſave my Eſtate, and to live 
at” liberty in the World, and enjoy thoſe natural Rights 
and Priviledges I am free-born Heir to, which I fee the 
Drunkard, Swearer, Curſer and Proud Wicked Perſon is not . + 
deprived of, though he be fo Wicked. Laftly, SeeingT 
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--Q0 thoſe ns Thelieve I ought to dv,and have not given 
10n.of Offence, or done wrong'to anyyman, 
"therefore cary,F not own my ſelf ina fault, and give Mo- 
neys-for a Pardon to them, that while they are pardoning 
_ others, are therein committing the higheſt Sins they can 
approach unto ; for if Thave ſinned it 1s againſt God, and 
to tumT look for Mercy ; bur in this I am not by him 
-accuſed or judged as a finner, but owned and juſtihed by 
him, and can fay, Its God that juſtifies me, who ſhall condemn 
me? Now ſhould I come to my Perſecutors, and own 
my ſelf an Offendor, and buy their Abſolution, and con- 
form to their invented Ceremonies, then ſhould I by ſo 
doing” give God's Spirit and my own. Heart and Con- 
ſcience the Lye; from which I hope without. offence I 
may take liberty to ſay, Good Lord preſerve me. 

But ſeeing I muſt have no better treatment from my 
Perſecutors than a Priſon, which indeed hath alwayes 
been the way of argument that the falſe —_—_ in all 
Ages have taken, with things of the like Nature, as 
' Fines, Whips, Lyons Dens, Firey ' Furnaces, - Faggots, and 
ſuch like. Idelire they will be pleaſed to ſuffer me td 
treat them a little with a few Argam:nts,which are in my 
mind,and when I have done,]I ſhall leave them to do,as ut 
ſhall pleaſe God to fuffer them, as to me, and defire they 
[may conſider and conſult their own profit Eternally, and 
not forget, that c'er lang both them and I muſt appear 
before the Judgment ſeat of Chriſt, to'give an Account of 
the deeds done 1n the Body,whether they be good or evil. 

And firf, T enquire of yon, that perſecute meand 
_ others, whether, if it was fo, as you ſay fallly it is, Fhar 

1 was a Heretich, a. fattious Fellow, 8c. what: command, 
precept or example you have from Chriſtor his Apoſiles, 


to.lay me inPriſon, ſeeing Iam a peaceable man, and 
juſt 
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juſt in my dealing,$8 pays to Ceſar his Due,as Many that 
—_ me will witneſs? But inſtead of a' command 
for Perſecution, doth not our Lord" Chritt prohibit it 
ſeveral times ? It may be you will ſay, Its no Perſecn- 
tion that's done in this kind to an erronions Perſon, &c. 
Though may be, for all that he is ſo called by you, who 
call Light Darkneſs, and Darkneſs Light, is a #rue Chri- 
ftian, and Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, but by his Perſecu- 
tors adjudged to be otherwiſe, and fail, and thought to 
be that he 1s not, which. indeed is my caſe at preſent ;. 
Yet I fay again, doth not Chriſt prohibit all manner of 
Violence, Cruelty, Impoſition, and the like, when he 
bids his Followers, to /ove their Enemies, not Perſecute 
their Friends ; and- whatſoever they would that men ſhould 
do unto them, to do ſo unto men, ſaying, This is the Law 
and the Prophets ; and ſaid, With what meaſure you mete, 
it ſball be meaſured to you again ? Ts this obeying Chriſt's: 
command, 1nlaying men in Priſon ? For you would not 
be ſo done unto for your faithleſs Faith, and worthleſs 
Worſhip; and though you profeſs to love God, yet 
while you in Works deny him, TI ſhall not much heed 

our Profeſſion ; for he is a true lover of him-that keeps 
1s Commandments, it will be ſo found one day, when 

thoſe that pretended to Preach & Propheſic in his Name, . 
and in his Name caſt out Devils, ſhall be bidden, depart 

from him, workers of Iniquity : And if thoſe that preach 
in his Name, and prophefie in his Name, - and in his 

Name caſt out Devils, ſent away from him, becauſe 
they,for all that, were workers of Iniquiry, what do you 
think will be the Portion of thoſe that come in the Name: 
of Man, and Preach and Propheſie in Man's Name, and 
by. Man's Authority only are held up ; and inſtead of 
caſting Devils out, tell People, They muſt live in Sin ” | 

[1 
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the dayes of their Lives, & make People content to let the 
Devil keep the Houſe , hurry them on- into Iniquity, 
Tranſgreſſionand Sin all the dayes of their Lives; and 
for all this, tell thoſe very People,that they are Chriftians, 
and though they do thoſe things they ought not, 
and leave undone thoſe things they ought, and are miſe- 
rable Offenders, in whom there is no Health; yet while 
they. put into the Prieſt's Mouth, are owned as a dear 
Brother and Sifter, and ſo called when they are buried by 
him, though may be they have killed themſelves by a 
drunken-bout : Oh! how dreadful will the end of theſe 
things be! Its a grief to my Spirit to think of it. 

But farther, xi not Chrilt command that both .T ares 
and Wheat ſhould grow together ? And doth not theſe 
two Words, Wheat and Tares comprehend all mankind ? 
What can you makefor your Prattices here? If I be a 
Tare,you {hould let me alone till theday of the Harveſt ; 
For what hait thou to do, faith the Apoſtle, with another 
man's Servant, to his own Maſter he "Hands or falls. And 
Chriſt Jefus ſhewed a Reaſon alſo, why he would have 
men to let them alone, and both grow together ; For, 
ſaith he, /3# while you pluck up the Tares, ye root out the 
Wheat alſo : Which clearly ſhews that men may be mi- 
ftaken, eſpecially thoſe that have not an infallible Spi- 
rit; for its the Spirit of God that's infallible, which 
ſearcheth and makes all things manifeſt, even'the deep 
things of God. And we have had ſufficient experience, 
that under pretence of plucking up the Tares, which is 
contrary to Chriit's command, the Devil hath laboured 
with all his Might, to root the Wheatout of the World ; 
and though Chrilt faith, He'came not to deſtroy mens Lives, 
but to ſave them,yet the Devil came to kill & deſtroy mens 
Lives, not to ſave them : But we find Chriſt rebuked his 

Diſciples, 
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Diſciples, when they would have had Fire from Heaven, 
and told them, They knew not what =—”y they were of ; My 
Kingdom ts not of this World : e did not come to be 
Lord& King in an outward manner,and make men yield 
to him by outward force, for if ſo, then would his Ser- 
vants fight ; but he came to ſet up his Kingdom. within 
in the Hearts of men ; ſo that it was promiſed by the 
Lord, that he would give him for a Covenant to the 
People, and would creare new Hearts in them, and 
write his Law in them, and put his fear in their inward 
parts, and be their God. So when Chriſt came, he ſaid 
to them, The Kjngdom of Heaven is within you ; and ſaid 
the Prophet, He [ball fit as arefiners Fire, and fullers Sope, 
ro purifie the Heart, that it may offer an Offering in Righte. 
ouſnefs. * Its true, the ' Apoſtles in their weaknels, for 
bad thoſe that they found caftingout Devils in his Name, 
becauſethey did not follow him ; but did Chriſt approve 
of it? nay, he rebuked them, ſaying, He that gathers with 
me, ſcatters not : He that is not againſt me, is for me, Me- 
thinks this might beraken notice of by you Prieſts, that 
perſecute me and others ; you have ſeen ſome of your 
drunken Hearers become very ſober men, after they 
have come to hear the Qzakters (as you call us) preach; 
ſome. of your Swearers, Curling, Proud, Prophane. Hear. 
ers become very: Careful: Livers, both ia Words and 
Deeds ; And what! doth this grieve you ? Methinks you 
ſhould think ſuch men as theſe, that prevail ſo upon 
Peoples Hearts to be good men, mea of ,your (ide, if you 
be for God, and ſhould, like Chrift,, = youcalt your 
Lord and Maſter, rather rebuke fuch as forbid us, than 
forbid us your ſelves; and when like Peter and Jobn, we 
dare not but ſpeak the things we hear and fee, and are 
commanded, not then to take us and /put us in-Priſop.; 
2A B EY A an 
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id fo Nop up the Mouthes of them CAO MITTIOES, 
afd — with thetn, though they do what they do 
Freely; and lbok for no part of your great Revenues nej- 
ther: Retnember;you do not defireto be f6 done by ; and 
alth its worth your notice taking, that thoſe our Saviour 
Chriſt whipt outof the Temple, were Buyers and Sellers : 
What would you think, if ſuch muſt be wh/pe out of your 
Steeple-honſes now , and ſuch outy be admitted to 
Pteach'as would do it freely in them ? But though he 
. did Whipſuch out, as aforeſaid, yet we never read that 
he whipt any in ; - or that if any would not come to that 
place, that then he impriſoned them, or tined them, or 
the like ; no, he was a Shepherd, tender and loving un- 
tothem ; if one went aſtray, his way to fetch thern in 
hath been; and isever by his gentle calls unto them, and 
reproving , rebuking and checking of them in their 
Hearts by his Spirit, and following of them with his 
i 3 Jud ts in their inward man : So that for 
wat of true peace with God, many have returned again 
ts lim, who ſhews them wherein they offend, and when 
they return, there is more Joy in Heaven over one Sin- 
Wer that repents, than ninety nine Juſt Perſons that need 
abRepentance. Toft Perſons, [mark that] theſe are none 
Fyour Church of nrſerable s: Butlet me asf 
yon, E not Faith the gift of God ? And that which is 
hot of Paith is Sin; is it not? If fo, then I ask, what - 
you' had gained if you could make a man chuſe rather 
to-tonform to your Worſhip, _ TI callit) contra«-- 
ry to his Faith and Conſcience, than loſe his enjoyments. 
Wife, Children, Liberty and Eftate, any more then 

—_— one that ſeemed to be that he is not ? nay, 
ay _ not fay any better than a plain Heretick; for I 
ake hun to be a Heretick that is condemned —_— 
t 
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that allows himſelf todo that he condemns himſelf for, 
And truly, this way of perfogucin mea for their Faith 
and Conſcience, is the only way to bring them to become 
Hypocrites and Hereticks, and is the way ſuch men 
have gone in, to hold up their Idolatry and Juperſiion 
in all Ages, witneſs Baa/s Trans ; and theol —_ 
knows it well enough ; therefore it was ſaid in the Re 
lations, That the Devil ſbould caſt ſame of you into Priſos: 
' Some of whom ? ſome of the Servants and faithful Wit- 
neſſes of Jeſus, who would not, could not worſhip the 
Beaſt. But further, ſuppoſe I wanted Faith and a right 
underſtanding of the things that belong to my everlaſt- 
ing Peace, doyou think that a Priſon will bea means to 
bring me into the true Faith ? Can the Priſon Walls re- 
' ftifie my underſtanding, or give me Faith and Wiſdom? 
Did ever Chrift command the ule of a Priſon gr Fine, or 
any thing of that nature, ta men that would not hear 
him; nor believe him ? What ground haye you for this? 
Thew us your Foundation for theſe Actions, and bring 
Command, Precept m—_ for them from Chriſt or 
his Servants, and then I ſhall think bettey of you ; but jf 
not, let me tell you, one Day you may find your pgr- 
tion to be what the Prophet ſaid, Wo to him that fpaly, 
and is wot ſpoiled, Therefore I could gladly delize, gwen 
in pity to your own Souls, that you would conſidep your 


pony - ; not thatT am ſo much grieved for my own ſuffgr- 
- ing for Truth's ſake, no, though my poor Wie. and 
- Children are near and dear tome,. yet bleſſed bethe Losd, 
'T have Faith in God concerning them, and: beligye he 
-will take care for them and me tao, and can: truſt rhe 
Lord upon all. accounts, - blefſed be his Name fargver; 
. though it.is hard, and will he fo found one Nay to you, 
- that part.me from them,: to be ſtripe from them-for-my 
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obedience to God, and laid in Priſon, and by youre. 
5orted to be one of the worſt of men: -Oh ! this hath 
been the old way and manner of Oid rhe Serpent and 
His Inſtruments ave taken with the Servants of Feſus 
Chriſt, witneſs Pas Accuſers and Perſecutors ; We, 
faid they, ' have found this Man 4 peſtilent Fellow, a mover 
of Sedition, a Ring-leader of the Sect of the Nazareans, 8c. 
And* the 'great Rabbies of thoſe dayes, the Serrbes, 
'Phrifees, Beck Prieſts and Raters, that perſecuted our 
great Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, accuſed him to be 

an Enemy to Czlar, a _— and a Deceiver, &c. 
And you that are my Perſecutors, are you not much 
" "like theſe* men aforeſaid, who perſecuted Chriſt and his 
"Apoſtles, and cryed to the Rulers for help, in your pro- 
ceedings againſt me? And though ſome of you never 
ſaw me an. know of, and none of you ever came to dif- 
courſe me, or ſee wherein-I was miſtaken, as to my 
Faith and Principles; yet you can fling it out, That F am 
# dangerous Perſon, and a Decerver, and runs up and down 
the Country to delude People: Oh | theſe ycur Lyes and 
Falſe Charges will one day be remembred, except yuu 
Repent, which I defire-you may. Andas I ſaid before, 
conſider your doings, and ſee who you run parallel with.; 
you are but Men, you may be miſtaken, ſeeing you are 
not led by an infallible Spirit, and therefore cannot be 
ſure your ſelves are in the right ; but you go by conje- 
Qtures, and reſt upon the Judgment of ancient Fathers, 
reverend Divines, Heathen Authors, or your own Con- 
ceivings, or thelike, and are uncertain, ang leave the 
People unſatisfied , and fo manifeſt your ſelyes to be ſuch 
as are not ſent with the Lord's Meſlage, received from 
God himſelf, as by all your uncertain beating. the Air is. - 
manifeſt to every one whoſe Eyes the a, f 
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ed : So that here is great Ne. r, #fI ſhould leave Chriſt 
the true Light and teacher of men, who now appears by 
his pure Spirit in my Heart,and ſhews me the things that 
do belong to my Peace,and follow you,thatT ſhould then 
be led to aft both in Principle and PraCtice, and do thoſe 
things I ought not, and leaue undone thoſe things I ought to 
do; and then I could not eſcape being 4 mifcrable Sinner 
and Offender, in whoin there ts no health. Now ſuppoſe 
I ſhould, contrary to my Faith and Knowledge, come. 
to you, and live and dye in Error, fer fear of bein here 
' kept in Priſon, and brought to Poverty in the World, 
which, bleſſed be the Lord, I value not in compariſon of 
my Peace with him, the God of Peace, and think to 
plead with God, and ſay, I did what T did in ſubmiſſion to 
man's Will, who ſain they were the Miniſters of Chriſt, and. 
was forced to it by the chief Prieſts of our Country, and muſt 
either ſubmit to their Wills, or lie in Priſon, my Goods ſpoul- 
ed, my Wife and Children impoveriſhed ; ſo that I did what 
I did only to ſave my Eſtate,and have my Liberty,&c. or elſe 
I would not have done it,for it was againſt my Faith and Con- 
ſcience, . and becauſe of the fear of Man : Will this excuſe 
me? If not, then IT ask you, Can you excuſe me to 
God, and aſſure me of it, that if T will conform to your: - 
Worſhip, and give you Monies for a Pardon of my true 
obedience to God in diſobedience to you ? For ſo indeed. 
the cafe lieth ; if.not, that you cannot excuſe me, if you 
ſhould or could force me to ſin againſt God, then why 
ſhould not I, whoam a peaceable man, and wrongs ng , 
man, but loves all men, have my TY to, live, asf 
dare dye ? Secing I muſt anſwer for my elf, and ſtand 
or fall tomy own Maſter, what have you to do to judge 
me, who am the Lord's Servant? And if” not, muſt 
{tand or fall to him I ferve :: Or how dare you' fmite 

| | - 0--*-+ your 


your fellow Servants, and fling them in Prifon that have 
done:you' no wrong, \nor owe-you nothing but: love, 
-when he that put, m his felſow Servant in Prifon, that 
owed him a hundred Fence; was fo feverly judged of his 
Lord, who had forgiven him a greater Debt ? And has 
taught to.uſe thoſe words in Prayer, Forgive us our Tref- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us ; And 
would you nothave God anfwer your own defires ? Con-* 
ſidertheſethings, and learn to do as you.wauld be done 
unto; for with the ſame meaſure you mete, it ſhall be 
meaſured unto you again: And remember what our 
Saviour layeth down as Fas offences at the laſt day to 
thoſe on the left Hand, Go you Curſed into everlaſting Tor- 
went with the Devil and his Angels ; Or, Depart from me, 
ye workers of Iniquity, ' I know you not ; for ? was an hun- 
ry, and you gave me no Meat ; thirſty, and you gave me no 
Drank: Naked, and you cloatbed me not ; Sick, and in Prj- 
ſos, and you wiſieed me not.. And when they anfwered, 
When ſawwe thee an hungry, thirſty, naked, 8c. and did not 
nuiniſter unto thee? He told them, Inaſmuch as you did it 
not to one of the leaſt of theſe that believe in me, you did it. 
wot #0 me. which its clear, he takes that which is 
done to his Followers as done to himſelf ;_ for indeed it 
is for his ſake,. who teaches us to live. Righteoully, S0- 
berly and Godlily in this preſent evil world ; and be- 
pwr we.obey him, and keep his Commands, therefore 
are we hated of all men for his Name's fake ; bur the 
| Wickedare not thus treated by you, the Swearer, Lyar, 
Drunkard, Proud Perſon, &c. are {etat Liberty, and in 
theſe dayes the men in Faſbion: But.if irbe ſo great an 
offence not to vilit the Servants of Chriſt, when in di- 
ſtreſs ; what will jt be tqthoſe that layeth them in Pri- 
ſon, and keep then there, ' which is a means to "_ 
,* em 
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| them into Nakednefs, Hunger, Thirſt and Sicknek? 
Was it not fail, That it was better a Mill-ſtone was 
hanged about his Nick, and he caft into the Sea, , that 
offended one of thoſe. little Ones that believed. in Chriſt, 
than he ſhould have done ſo? If fo, then what will 
his portion be that not only offends them, but perſecutes 
them,impriſons them, ſpoils their Goods,belyes and ſlan- 
ders their Perſon, and miſrepreſents them to the World, 
takes the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous from him, and 
ſtrips him from dear Wife and Children, and ' cauſeth 
them to ſuffer alſo; though its ſaid, Curſed is he that parts 
Max and Wife. Oh! what excuſe can you make at the 
laſt day for theſe things! How unlike are you to him, 
that is good to all men, and laid down his Life a ranſom 
for all, and doth cauſe his Sun to ſhine upon all, and his 
Rain to deſcend upon all, and his Grace that brings Sal- 
vation appears in all, and ſtrives with all. And thus al- 
{d you might conſider, that it hath never been the pra- 
tice of any Prophet or Apoſtle, or Servant of Jeſus 
Chriſt, to perſecute any man for Conſcience ſake, or for 
his Faith; but on the contrary, it hath ever been the 
27 ry of the falſe Prophets, that run on in the way of 
alaams, for Gifts and Rewards, greedy Dogs that can 
never have enough, blind Guides, that love Darkneſs, 
and hate the Light, Serpents that have perkeQ Enmity 
inſt the Children of God ; and ſo are Enemies to - 
iſt- Jeſus, Babyloz's Merchants, who come in the 
Power of the Beaſt, theſe in all Ages perſecute the Lambs 
followers, and-hate the —_—_— of - him, where-ever 
it is ;| { that the Apoſtle ſaith,. He zha?'s Born after the 
Fleſh, "perſecutes him that's Born after the Spirit : Even f0 
it is now, and hath been in all Ages ever ſince Caiw's 


time, who flew his Brother tbe, becauſe AbePs Works 
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. were righteous, and his own were evil : SoCai was the 
firſt Perſecutor, and the-Lord was diſpleaſed with, and 
avenged the Blood of Abel upon him in Righteouſneſs. 
Now I might mention many after Carr, that were Per- 
ſecutors;as the Sodomttes,who ſaid concerning Lot,T his one 
fellow came in to ſojourn,and he will needs be a Fraee: becauſe 
he entertained the Angels of the Lord, they preſſed ſore 
upon him; but the Lord delivered him,whoſe Righteous 
Soul was grieved with the filthy Converſation of the 
wicked Sodomzres, and brought down his Righteous 
Judgments upon their heads in a dreadful manner : And 
' the Mgyprians, who refuſed to let 1/722! have liberty to 
g0an no the Lord,perſe:uted them very fore; but the 
Lord wrought their Deliverance, and rendered unto Pha- 
raoh and his People rags 7-1 to their deeds, as you may 
read at large in Exodus. Likewiſe Fezavel that perſecu- 
ted them that would not worſhip B:a/, God Almighty 
brought down his heavy Judgments upon her, and the 
falſe Prophets of Baa/ that fed at her Table. Remember 
Proud Hemarn that was full of /Indignation againſt Morde- 
cat, becauſe he ſtood not up nor moved for him ; and how 
hot he was in his mind to have Mordecsi and all the Jews 
-young and old, deſtroyed and killed in one day, charging 
themto the King, (to whom they were very good Sub- 
jets, as appeared by Mordecas, who diſcovered the Trea- 
ſon of two of the King's Chamberlains, Keepers of the 
Door, who ſought to lay hands on the King) That there 
were 4 certain People ſcattered and diſperſed among the People 
#1: all the Provinces of his Kingdom ; and their Laws, fawth 
he, are divers from all- People, either keep they the King's 
Laws ; therefore it is not; faith he, for the Kzngs Profit to 
ſuffer them ; though we do not hear, but they were all 
peaceable, and hurt no man, only.in matters of Worihip 
od and 
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apd Conſcience they differed from the People of the Land; 
that could bow to proud Hamaey, who digged a Pit for 
ahother, and fell into it himſelf, and was taken in the 
Net which he ſpread for others ; glory unto God forever, 
whoſe Eyes are over the Righteous, and his Ears open 
to their Prayers, 

Remember it was Paſbur, the ſon of Der. the Prieſt, 
that {mote Jeremiah the Prophet, and put him in the 
Stocks, Fer. 20. 12. For what ? for obeying the Lord. 
Alſo, in chap.26. when he ſpoke the Word of the Lord in 
the hearing of the Prieſts, and of the Prophers and People, 
then the Prieſts and the Prophets and all the People took 
hung; aying, Thos ſhalt ſurely dye ;, and the Prieſts and: 
Prophets ſpoke unto the Princes, and to all the People, 
ſaying, This man is worthy to dye, for he hath propheſied againſt 
this City : What Prie#s and Prophets were theſe * Such as 
could fatter, diſſemble and lye, and turnto any thing the 
people fancied to make themſelves rich ; ſee chap. 5. 26. 
&c. Theſe were they that lay tn wait that ſet Snares and x, s, 
and catched men,v fe Houſes were full of deceit, therefore they 
are become great ana waxenrich ; they are waxen fat,they ſhine, 
they overpaſi the deeds of the Wicked, they judge not the Cauſe 
of the Fatherke(s,yet they rojper ; And the Right of the Needy 
do they-not jnage ; but the Prophets propheſie falfly, and the 
Prieſts bear rule by their Means, and my People love to have 
it ſo; and what will you do in the end? Shall I not viſit for 
theſe things, ſaith; the Lox ?, ſhall nos my Soul be xvenged on 
ſwvh a. . ation as this? i Am LR Pr 4 horrible thing is 
committed in the Land, of. the fUfe Propets, and the great 
rich fat Prieſts bear rule, &c. yea, from the leaſt of themgrven 
ta the. greateſt of them, every one is given ty Covetouſneſs ; 
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Yer. 13. 1:4 & $. 10,1. And becauſe Feremiah prophe-- 
lied, truly to them what, the. Lord commanded, he was 
-pult in. Priſon, chap. 32. 2. and 7:5 and,38.6, yea, 
into a Dungeon, where his feet ſtuck faſt in,the Mire, 
'  -but the Lord preſerved him, and wrought his deliver- 
| - ance. And ſhall I forget to mention Shadrach,Meſbachand 
|  Abednego,who would, not ubey. the K ;ngs Law concerning 
Worſhip, whom God preſerved in the hot firey Furnace, 
"but holothat eaſt them in were ſlain with- the flame: 
Likewiſe Dezze}, who ceaſed not to pray, arid give thanks 
before his God. three times a, day, when, the King had 

iven outa-Law to thecontrary, and the Lord delivered 

im. out of; the Lyons Den, and thoſe that accufed him 
and, informed againſt him werecalt into the Lyons Dem, 
with their Wives and Children, and the Lyons had Ma- 
ſtery over them, and brake all their Bones in pieces, or 
ever. they came at the: bottom of the Den. So its clear 
thorow all the old Teſtament,that the words of the Apo- 
file are true, He. that is born after the flſh always perſecuted. 
him. that was born after the Spirit ; and {© it 1s till; for 
John Baptiit and our Sayiour had no better entertainment. 
than the.Prophets had had before:them ; for as Chriſt tells 
us oy ay of Parable \in. Matth.'21. When, the Lord bad 
ſent bis Servants to thoſe Huband:men, wito wham he let out 
his Vineyard, "and they beat ſome killed ſome; and ſtoned ſome; 
lift of all he fent his Son,”and him they took and flew alſo; and 
to this day are:the; high-Prieſts and Rulers ſlaying, cru- 
clfing.aod marderiog the holy.One and the Ju, in his 
Apoſtles and Servants, iy whom. he appears, telling the 
World, This Light within, which ſhines in the Hearts and 
' Conſciences of men, is a Deceiver, a Deluſion of Stan, a dark 
deem che rhouphs and imenryofth hare and makes 
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faith, This is the C WOK 2 that Light is come into the 
World, but men love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their 
deeds are evil ; for every one that doth evil hateth the Light, 
neither cometh tothe Light, left his deeds ſhould be reproved; 
but he that doth Truth cometh to the Light, that his may 
be made manifeſt that they are wrought in God, This is very 
clear, Light and Darkneſs.cannot agree ; ſo that it ha 
ever been the works of Darknels that the Light hath con- 
demned, and judged and made manife{t tobe Evil; and 
thereforethe old a 5 gen, his falſe Aceaſations of the 
Light & calls it Deceit,&c. and is the Decezver himſelf, and 
yet will not abideto hear Tr«ch ſpoken of himſelf,no more 
will his Children whoare ated by him,& in whole hearts 
he reigns, and fills them full of Pride, Covetouſni/s, Exuy, 
Hatred and Malice, Cruelty and Filrhineſs ; ſo out of their 
Hearts proceed theſe things ; and they cry to the Rulers 
for help againſt thoſe that preach the Golpel boldly and 
freely ; as they did by Szepher, ({o they aredoing fill, or 
would do, had they power) when they gnaſhed on him 
with theirTeeth,caſt him out of the City,and ſtoned him, 
having charged him falſly, That he [pake Bls/phemons words, 
&c. Theſe have their blind SauP's to run them Errands, 
to whom they give power to.take them: bound that are, 
walkers i« the Light, whether they be mzn or women; 
Theſe command the ignorant 'and unlearned men (as 
Peter and John were) that preach boldly in-the:-Name of 
Jeſus, That they preach no more in that Name : But we muſt 
obey God roche than Man, and cannot but ſpeak. the 
things that we have ſeen & heard. Now when copi..q ira 
could not but preach the things they has heard anc In 
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bands on the Apoſtles, and'put them into  the.common 
Priſon ; but the Lord brought them out, and fent them 
into the Temple early on the next morning, where they 
taughtas the /Lard, commanded them; and there went 
an Informer to the high Prieſt, «the Captain of the Tem- 
ple, andthechief Prieſts, and told them, Thar the 1 they 
had = in Prifos, were ſtanding in the Temple, and teaching 
the People”; then went the Captain with the OFicers, and 
brought Peter. and Joh# before the Council, and the high 
Prieſt ſaid, . Did nor we frartly. command you, that you ſhould 
wat teach inthis Name, '&c? Then Peter & the otherApo- 
ſtle anſwered, We onght to obey God rather than man, AQts 5, 
{read it.) How like thoſe Prieſts and Officers are theſe in 
our days? | And how plainly walk theſe in” the ſteps of 
thoſe, and praftiſe thelike things againft thoſe that wall 
in the Spirit and Praftice of the Apoſtles? And how 
"Clear is it, that in all Ages it was thoſe that were born 
+ #fter the fleſh, that perſecuted thoſe rhat were born after 
the ſpirit? to whom its given, not only to believe, but ro 
'fuffer for'his fake ;-ndt to'per/ecare any for his ſake,no,not 
"for refleQting him neither; bur its evident the Perſecu- 
"rors are ſuch as ſeek to pleaſe men, not God; this is clear 
from Hered,who after he had killed Johy the Baptiſt, grew 
"more vile, "and ſtretched out his hands to vex certain of 
the Church, after Chrift was poly manifeſted in his 
- Apoſtles ; and he killed James, the Brother of Fobn, with 
"the Sword; and becauſe he ſaw'it: pleaſed the Fews, he 
ed further'to take Peter, *and apprehended him, 
and pnthim inPrifon, Hut the Lord-ſent his'Angel, and 
delivered himout of Priſon, - and from the'hands of proud 
Herod, whom the Angel-of the Lord fmote, and he gave ' 
'up the ghoſt, and waseaten of Worms, becauſe he gave 
.not God the glory. "This alſo is clear from Pilate, Kon 
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knew (its ſaid) That for Envy they had delivered him; yot 
-itsalſo ſaid by Mark, That Pilate being willing to content the 
People, rele aſed nnto them Barabbas, and delivered Jeſus, 
(when he had ſcourged him) to be Crucified, Paul alſo met 
with the ſame Spirit, when the Jews faw him in the 
Temple at Jers/alem, and ſtirred up all the people; and 
laid hands on him, and cryed our, This is the man that 
reacheth all men every where againſt the People, and the Law, 
wad this place ; and hey went about to kill him,buthewas 
delivered out of their handsby -Lyſ,as the chief Captain, 
and ſent him to Felix, wherehe was accuſed by Tertulles, 
(the high Prieſt Azanias being preſent) To be 4 peſtilent 
Fellow, and « mover of Sedition among ſt all the Jews through- 
out the World, and « Ringleader of the Sett of the Nazateans, 
& that he had gone about to prophane the Temple : Paul makes 
his defence betore Felix, and Felrx perceived the. matter, 
. Uiſcourſed Pail afterwards, and the Power of God reach- 
ing him, he trembkd, yet was-ſo bent-for to ;get Mo- 
-nyes; for its ſaid, he hoped that Money wonld have been-given 
him of Paul, that he mizht looſe him, ſent for him the oftner 
and communed with him ; yet when Feſtus came into Felix's 
Room, Felix willing to (hew the Jews a pleaſure, left Paul 
bound : Feſtus being come into theProvince,the high Prieſt & 
the chief of the Jews'informed him againft-Paul. After that 
Paul was brought before. the Judgment-feat, where the 
Jews laid many and grievous Complaints againſt Paul, 
which they could not prove, Paul anſwered tor himſelf ; 
but Feſtus willing to do the Jews a pleaſure, anſwered, 
"Paul, wilt thou go upto Jeruſalem, and there be judged ? for 
that the Fews defired, andrhought tolay wait in the way 
to kill him; but Pas! appealed to Ceſar, and afterward 
declared before Agrippa, and Beryice his-Wite, and Feſtus, 
How he had been a Perſecutor of the Church himſelf, and went 
-40.-Damaſcus with Authority and Commiſſion from the chief ' 
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' Prieſts ; & how theLord mes with him by the way ſaying,Saul, 
Saul, why per ſecuteſt thou me ? it is hard for thee to kick againſt 
. the pricks, &e. See here how hotintheir ſpirits theſe pro- 
feſling Jews were, andin their blind zeal how cruel they 
werein their hearts, and how the Rulers looked.more at 
their own Intereſt, to keep in favour with the people, 
than to dojuſtly to them who were maliciouſly and fallly 
accuſed to them; and how clear isit that they havealways 
been a Generation of Caiz's Children, that quenched'the 
Spirit of God, and ſer at nought all his counſel, which 
perſecuted them that were born of it, and lived in it, and 
were never Perſecutors of any for Conſcience ſake? So 
that perſerutios is an evident ſign of perdition,where-ever it 
appears,and /affering for Chriſt an evident ſign of ſalvation, 
and that of God ; and therefore many have taken joytui- 
ly the ſpoiling of their gooas, & rejoyced they were thought 
worthy to for his ſake; and though they have 
walked about in Goat-skins and Sheep-skins, and have been 
deſtitute, aſfliFed and tormented, yet its ſaid, The World was 
wot worthyof them; and they plainly declare, That they ſeek 
© 4 better Country, a City that hath a Foundition, whoſe Buld:y 
and Maker is God: And though they go through great 
Tribulation; yet they have their Robes wiſhed, and made 
white in the Blood of the Lamb, and follow the Lumb whither 
ſoever he goeth, having an Eye to him that ts inviſible, and 
reſpett to the recomperre of Reward ; for the Lord takes that 
ich is done to them as done to himſelf, and therefore 
faid he, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me ? 

Oh ! that you would conſider theſe things, you that 
cancry to the Rulers for help againſt choſe that cannot 
hurt you, and Perſecute them- that are your greateſt 
Friends, and all mens : Ceaſe your Cruelties, and 

ield Obedience to the commands of hum, who is Lord 


of alt; and hath bidden youdo as you would. be done by, 
an 


and commanded: you to hn all men, and do good. to 
all men, and to hurt no man, injure no man, defraud 
no man, &c. For we read not of any, that were Servants 
of Jeſus Chriſt, that ever perſecuted any for Conſcience 
fake; for Conſcience is God's Throne in man, and he 
only hath power over it, and it is no leſs than uſurpation 
to offer to impoſe upon it. You pretend to be Prote- 
flants, and that that Name firlt came up by proteſting 
againſt Impoſition ; and what, is it now to be. praCtiſed 

'They condemned it, and fo doth God and good Men 
through all Ages. And it is hard that men cannot live 
under the Government, except they ſubmit their Con» 
"ſciences to every Edift, andask you what Religion they 
muſt be of; though its well known, we are peaceable 
men, and alſo ſober, juſt, neighbourly and friendly as 
any men in the Nation; neither do we make ſpoil of 
the Creation, either in Meat, Drink or Apparel: And 
fo, why ſhall not we have liberty.to live as we dare dye ? 
Truly it.is very Unchriſtian dealing,. either-to- compel us 
to 7 fra again{t our Belief, or elle to Impriſoa us and 
{poil our Goods for praCtiſing what we believe, when it 
is not in the leaſt contrary to the moral Law of. God : 
Methinks you might afford us better entertainmeat ; the 
Apoltle exhorts to entertain Strangers,.. for ſo-did the 
good men of Old, and fo entertained Angels _una- 
wares ſometimes. And what, : ſhall I ſay you do not 
know us, who you in ſcorn call Quakers? for if you did, 
I hope you would not perſecuteus.; :.and though you do 
not know us, yet as Strangers you might-afford.us bet= 
ter entertainment than-you do; all we deſire of you, is 
but Liberty to ſerve our God according to his mind, 
without being Perfecuted for it. Remember what Edow 
did of Old, they refuſed to let ot pas quietly, through 
..their Land, | on the: King's High-way, though t / 
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' Prieſts ; & how theLord mes with him by the way ſaying,Saul, 
Saul, why per fecuteſt thou me ? it js hard for thee to kick againſt 
: the pricks, &e. See here how hot in their ſpirits theſe pro- 
feſſing Jews were, and in their blind zeal how cruel they 
werein their hearts, and how the Rulers looked.more at 
their own Intereſt, to keep in favour with the people, 
than to dojuſtly to them who were maliciouſly and fallly 
accuſed to them; and how clear isit that they havealways 
been a Generation of Caiz's Children, that quenched'the 
Spirit of God, and ſer at nought all his counſel, which 
ſecuted them that were born of it, and lived in it, and 
were never Perſecutors of any for Conſcience ſake? So 
that perſecution is an evident ſign of perdition,where-ever it 
appears,and /affering for Chriſt an evident ſign of ſalvation, 
p_ that of God , and _ _— have taken joyful- 
the /poiling of their , &rejoyced they were thought 
Bao EA for Ris ſake; a wer they have 
_—_— about in Goat-skins and Sheep-skins, and have been 
deſtitute, affliffed and tormented, yet 1ts ſaid, The World was 
wot worthyof them, and they plainly declare, That they ſeek 
.- 4 better Country, a City that hath a Foundition, whoſe Buld:y 
and Maker is God: And though they go through great 
Tribulation; yet they have their Robes wiſhed, and made 
white in the Blood of the Lamb, and follgw the Lumb whither 
ſoever he goeth, having an Eye to him that is inviſible, and 
reſpet# to the recompermre of Reward ; for the Lord takes that 
þa.” 0 is done to them as done to himſelf, and therefore 

faid he, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me ? 

Oh ! that you would conſider theſe things, you that 
cancry to the Rulers for help againſt choſe that cannot 
hurt you, and Perſecute them- that are your greateſt 
Friends, and all mens : Ceaſe your Cruelties, and 

ield Obedience to the commands of hum, who is Lord: 
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of all, and hath bidden youdo as you would be done by, 
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and commanded: you to hoe all men, and do good to 
all men, and to hurt no man, injure no man, defraud 
no man, &c. For we read not of any, that were Servants 
of Jeſus Chriſt, that ever perſecuted any for Conſcience 
fake; for Conſcience is God's Throne in man, and he 
only hath powerover it, and it is no leſs than uſurpation 
to offer to impoſe upon it. You pretend to be Prote- 
flants, and that that Name firit came up by proteſting 
againſt Impoſition ; and what, is it now to be. praCtiſed 
'They condemned it, and fo doth God and good Men 
through all Ages. And it is hard that men cannot live 
under the Government, except they ſubmit their Con- 
"ſciences to every Edift, andask you what Religion the 
muſt be of ; though its well known, we are © 
men, and alſo ſober, juſt, neighbourly and friendly as 
any men in the Nation ; neither do we make {pail of 
the Creation, either in Meat, Drink or Apparel: And 
fo, why ſhall not we have liberty.to live as we dare dye ? 
Truly 1t.is very Unchriſtian 2-4 either-to. compel us 
to bn againſt our Belief, or elle to Impriſoa us and 
{poil our Goods for praftifing what we believe, whea it 
is not in the leaſt contrary to the moral Law of God : 
Methinks you might afford us better entertainment ; the 
Apoſtle exhorts to entertain Strangers;. for ſo-did the 
good men of Old, and fo entertained Angels _una- 
wares ſometimes. And what, : ſhall ſay you do not 
know us, who you in ſcorn call Qunaters? for if you did, 
I hope you would not perſecute us.; :.and though: you do 
not know us, yet as Strangers you might -afford us bet- 
ter entertainment than-you do; all we deſire of you, is 
but Liberty to ſerve our God according to his mind, 
without being Perſecured for it. Remember what Edam 
did of Old, they refuſed to let Wot pals quietly, through 
..cheir Land, on the: King's High-way, though t / 

| wo 


bes Py RD vale | 
- would have eaten their own Bread, and not have been 
mjurous to any man; Edom refuſed to let his Brother 
Iſraet go. - And is not this like our cale? We: eat. no 
man's Bread for nought.; we covet no tnans Silver, Gold 
or Apparel; we injure no man, hurt no man; defraud 
no man; we love all men, and do good toall men; and 
all we deſire, is to paſs quietly through the, World unto 
the Kingdom of Promiſe: And we heartily dere you 
. did know us, and” then your would know 'your ſelves 
better ; and however, 'one.day you will know us, and 
be aſhamed that your entertainment of the true Servants 
of Jeſus Chriſt, , harh been Fines, ſpoiling of Goods, 
kmpriſonments,. Beatings, Stonings, -falle Accuſations, 
Slanders and Eyes, ' calling us Cheats, | Horeticks, falſe 
Prophets, and What not? this is, . and hath been our en: 
tertainment amongſt you, and-is mine at this day in Pri- 
ſon, becauſeT cannot, dare not play Hypocrite, and go 
contrary to my Faith : But you will ſay, may be, Thar 
y Faith"is not true Faith, but I believe an Error. T an- 
wer ; you cannot prove = Charges againſt us from 
clear Scripture, which ſaith, That zt is not only giver un- 
to us to believe, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake we believe is : 
- But it no. where faith, its given us alſo to make others 
fuffer- that do not believe. And' ſuppoſe I did want-a 
right underftanding and true Faith, (I fay again) do 
you think that a Priſon will = me? Cana Priſon give 
Faith : Can Priſon Walls re&ihe mens Underſtandings ? 
Lay aſide'theſe Carnat Crutches, and bring Spiritual 
Weapons; Truth is ſufficient to plead its own cauſe; 
and Faith is the gift of God: Its only baſe Catr's falf 
Worſhip that forceth.: He that will not worſhip the 
Beaſt, or receive his mark in his Forehead, or in his 
'Hand, - muſt be killed, qr no man muſt Buy or Sell with 
him at eaft © So Error and -Enmity, Etwy and Cruelty 


alwayes 


SLY 
alwayes go together ; bur the Truth is received for its 
own worth ; and its the mariner and nature of true 
Faith to work by Love; pure Religion and true, is lo- 
ving God above all, and our Neighbours as our ſelves; 
and inthis love we ſhould viſit the Fatherleſs and Wid- 
dows,and not-make W iddows and Fatherleſs (in a ſence) 
by caſting the Father and Husband in Priſon ; this is not 
to keep unſpotted from the World ; | For - its ſaid, the 
World ſhould hate us, (who are true followers of Chriſt) 
and perſecute us, and excommunicate us out of their Sy- 
nagogues, and ſay all manner of Evil falſly againſt us ; 
yea, our Saviour tells us, They ſball bring us befive Kings 
and Rulers for a Teſtimony againſt them : ButChriſt Jeſus 
no where bids his Diſciples excommunicate thoſe out of 
their places of Worſhip that would not believe,nor bring 
them before Kings and Rulers, *. or w7 to Rulers for to 
put them in Priſon, Fine them, and ſpoil their Goods ; Its 
true, he bids them- ſhake the Duſt off their Feet for a teſti- 
mony againſt them that would not recerve their Teftimontes ; 
but when they would "have had Fire from Heaven to 
have deſtroyed thoſe that did not receive him, Chriſt re- 
buked them, and faid, Te-know »ot what manner of Spirit 
you are of; the Son of man is not come to deſtroy mens Lives, 
but to ſave them : Its true, he tells them, The Rulers of 
the-Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip over them, and their great 
Ones exerciſe authority upon them ; But, ſaith Chriſt,” ir ſball 
wot be ſo amongſt you, &c. Remember what he compared 
the angry. Seribes and Phariſees to, who. took offence at 
both Joh Baprif and himſelf, and indeed almoſt all that . 
God ſent amongſt them ; faith he, They are like unto Chil. 
drex fitting in the Market-place, and calling one to another, 
and ſaying, We have Piped unto you, and you have not Dan- 
eed ; (9 


: Mourned unto you, and you have not Lament- 
ed, &c. An is not this likeyou ? aa ans 


- 
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ih 52" LEY us, becauſe we do- not Dance after 
your Pipe, nor Lament after your RR Why 
will you not do as you would be done by * You woukl 
not take it well to. be forc'd to- Conform to us, would 
you ? Then TI ask you, why will you not. be Merciful, 
(as Chrift commands you) As your Father (faith he) 7s 
Merciful, who # kind ((aith he) * the Unthaniful, and to 
the Evil ? Let your Fruits declare you to be Branches of 
thetrue Vine, and Children of God : Have you forgor 
what's faid of the man that fell among Thieves, as 
he went from Jer»/alem to Fericho ? the Thieves ftripped 
him, and wounded him, and left him halt dead; 

. now the Prieſt paſſed by, and the Levite looked on hins alſo, 
paſſed by. and Loki; 'butthe good Samaritan took pity on 
him when he came b, and bound up his Wounds, poured 
in Oyl and Wine,and ſet hins on his _ Beaſt,and brought him 
to 472 Inn, and took care of him; ' And (faith Chriſt) go thou 
and ao likewiſe. Alack! how many lie wounded in Sin 
and Iniquity, and naked of all that's good! And muſt 

E jvm way, Ag of them? What ! * though it be a man of 

5 war py 1 9rÞeT? iety, if he hath OylLand Wine, and 

will lend of Help "and do £ood to the Wounded, and 
help the Naked to 4 GR, why ſhould you be offended? 
It,was ill in the Prieſt and Levite, that would not hel 
hum themſelves, and ſhewed a chnrliſh, rdle, een, jet 
Spirit in.them, that care nat what comes of men, ſo-they 
can eat the Fat, and clathe' themſelves with the Fleece, and 
tive ateaſe : But it would have been much- worſe tn:them 
if they would neither a help'd him themſelves,;. nor ſuffer- 
another-to helphim;; but if he did,cake hin andreaft hint. 
Priſon,ſpoil his Goods,or put. hins to Death. re 
Wo unto you Scribes, Phariſees and Hypecr ye ſhut up: 


theKjngdom of Heaven againitaven; for 20 ts _ 
fe NG erty aw ye Hhewvhew re ama, £0.27 ; 


_ 


[27] 
Hoſes, (yes, in our dayes, teaves her mot z Cow to give her 
Milk, non Bed to lie on) And for a pretence ({aith he) make | 
long Prayers ; therefore you ſball receive the greater Condem- 
nation : Wo unto you blind Guides, who lay heavy Burdens, 
and grievoxs to born upon men, but will not touch thens with 
one of your Fingers : But (faith Chriſt) they walk in long 
Robes, love the uppermoſt Rooms at Feaſts, and the chief 
laces in the Synagogues, and Greetings in the Markets, and 
to be called of men Rabbi, Maſter; But (faith he to his 
Diſciples) be not ye called Maſter, for one is your Maſter ever 
Chriſh, and all you are Brethren. But perhaps you may 
ſay, We are not your Brethren. Well, ſuppoſe we were 
not, you ought to love us, if we were your Enemies ; 
But it we be not your Brethren, why do you take Tyrhes 
from us? For it was never known that the Children of 
Iſrael took Tythes of-atty, but only their Brethren ; ſee 
Heb. 7. 5- However, you ought to do all things in Cha- 
rity ; tor the Wrath of man worketh not the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God : Its ſaid, Mercy rejoyceth againſt Fudgment ; 
for he ſhall have Fudgment without Mercy that hath ſhewed no 
Mercy; for if ye have bitter Envyings & Strife in your hearts, 
glory not, you are no better than Unbelievers ; therefore Lye 
net againſt the Truth : For, ſaith the Apoftle, rhis Wiſdom 
deſcendeth not from abgve, but is earthly, ſenſual, devilifh : 
For where Envy and Strife is, there is Confuſion, and every 
evil work ; but the Wiſdom that is from above, is pure, peace- 
able, gentle and eafie to be intreated ; full of Mercy ood 
Fruits, without Partiality, and-without Hypoeriſie; and the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs is ſown in peace in them that make 
Peace.. But oy you,l am 4 ſower or mover of Sedition. $0 
ſaid the Fews by Paul; but they accuſed him falſly, and fo 
do you me; for I fear God, and love all men, and herein 
do Iexerciſe my ſelf, i alwayes # Conſcience void of 
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offence towards God aud Mem and as much as in me-lieth, 
endeavour to live peaceable with all men ; - and do know 
aluredly thatT ſeduce no man, for the Lord havh given 
me in his endleſs Mercy an under{tanding to know him 
that is true. And the true Light that enlightens. every 
man that comes into the World, doth not lead ns to ſe. 
duce any, but reproves and condemns Seducers and Se. 
dition, and makes all things manifeſt of what ſort it is. 
But if I did, or any of us did move Sedition,then it would 
be ſeen by our Fruits, Lives and Converſations, and we 
ſhould not have that preſence of God with us, which we 
have ; and beſides, you would do well to ſhew us where- 
in; (as the Apoſtle did-them of Oid)and ſhew ws our Errorg, 
whick are 70f to be found ju a Priſon, nor indeed in us,who 
believe and walk in the Light,and are Children of it, But 
po_ you may ſay, We walk diſorderly. . Suppoſe we 
» Whatthen ? If you will take the Apoſtles advice,you 
ſhould withdraw from us; and if we obſerved not, or 
obeyed not the Goſpel-order, do as the Apoſtle bids you ; 
For (faith he) if any man obey wot our Word by this Epiſtle, 
note that man, and have no company with him, that h2 may be 
aſhamed ; Tet count him not as an Enemy, but admoniſh hins 
49 4 Brother, [But not one Word of a Priſon or Fine.] 
No,” (faith he elſewhere) the Servant of the Lord muſt be 
gentle ito all men, apt to teach, pattept; in Meekneſs in- 
ſtrutting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure 
will give them Repentance to. the acknowledament of the 
Truth ; and that they may recover themfelves aut of the Snare 
of the Devil, who are taken Captive by him at his Will ; Oh, 
that you would take notice of this great piece of Ad- 
vice ! And further concerning. thoſe that have 42 
form of Goalineſs, but deny the Power thereof, from ſuch 
turn away, faith he. And fo, you would ſhew your diſc / 
like of ſuch, and diſown- them to be none of you hw 
4 4d, 
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alas ! where is the Power of Godlineſs to be ſeen, if not 
in the ſober, honeſt Quaker, as you call us? who dare 
not ſpeak þis own Words, nor do his own Will, but 
lays Sn all to follow the Lamb, in true Obedience to 
what he 4 mr and commands, though for the ſame 
they ſuffer the loſs of all outward things; And truly it 
js ſeen fulfilled, that he that will live Godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus, muſt ſuffer Perſecution ; and he that departs 
from Iniquity makes himſelf a Prey. But the end of the 
Commandment is Charity out of a pure Heart, and of a 
good Conſcience, and Faith unfeigned ; And faith he 
thus, Warn them that are Unruly, Comfort the Feeble- 
minded ; Support the Weak ; be Patient-towards all men ; 
ſee that none render Evil for Evil unto any man, but ever 
follow that which is good, both amongſt your ſelves, and to 
all men ; And then what follows ? Rejoyce evermore : 
And truly ſo they might with good cauſe, if this coun- 
{el were oblerved ; Pray without ceaſing, * (faith he that 
ſpoke in Charity) I» every thing give Thanks, for this 44 
the Will of God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning you ; quench not 
the Spirit, deſpiſe not _—_— ; prove all things, hold 
faſt that which is good ;, abſtain from all appearanceof Ewvil. 
Oh, what tender Counſet this is! And what "need 
have we to take notice of it here in England! Nay, 
he tells you' elſewhere, Thowgh he *ſpeak- with the 
Tongue of Men and Anzels, jury? ef not Charity, I am 
become as ſounding Braſs, and 4a tinckling Simbal; And 
though I have the gift of Prophecy, and underſtand all My- 
feeries, and all Knowledge ; and though I have all Faith, {0 
that I could remove Mountains, and have no Charity, F am 
nothing ; and though T beſtow all my Gocds to feed the 
Poor ; and though I give my Body to be burned, and have 
rot Charity, it profiteth me nothing : Charity (uffereth 


long, 
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long, and iskind ; doth a make men ſuffer long, for 
that's unkind, And truly the Apoſtle is fo full in this 
| rnatter, that all Profeſhon or Religion without Cha- 

rity, is nothing worth ; Charity, ſaith he, exvieth not, 
beareth all things : Compare but this with Peter's words ; 
Add (faith he) to your Faith Virtue, to Virtue Knowledge, 
to Knowledge Temperance, to Temperance Patience, to Pa- 
thence: Godlineſs, and to Godlineff Brotherly Kjndnefl, and 
to Brotherly-Kjndneſs Charity ; if theſe things be in you, 
aud abound, they make you that you ſhall neither be Barren 
. mor Unfruitful in the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
but he that lacketh theſe things, tis Blind, and cannot ſee 


as off. we 
' And now, if you would judge the Tree by its Fruits, 


\ - what can you find of theſe things in Perſecution ? And 


if you believe Scripture, methinks you may ſee the 
very current of it runs continually m_ Perſecution, 
Violence, Oppreſſion, Cruelty, Uncharitableneſs, and 
the like. 

Perhaps you may ſay, 1s not worthy to be called Perſe- 
eution that's done to « Heretick, 

' Let me Anſwer ow once more ; Suppoſe you, that 
the Scripture 1s to be taken notice of, and the Precepts 
therein to be minded ? then fee what it faith; 4 mar 
that is « Heretick , after the firſt and ſecond Admonition, 
rejett; knowing that him that 1s ſuch, is ſubverted and ſin- 
weth, being condemned of himſelf. So here he muſt be 
admoniſhed to obey what he knows; for if he did not 
{in mowingly; he would not condemn himſelf: Bur if 
he perſiſt and reject Counſel, then rejeft him, difown 
him, and have no Society with him, &c. [But not one 
word of putting him in Priſon,” Fine him, or ſpoil his 
Goods. ] | 


Bur 


/ 


| Car) p 
' But though TI thus "4 be it known m_—_ TI am 
no Heretick, (as you have been ed to me) for 
I am notin the leaft condemned of my feff for what I 
do, in things relating to Faith and Worſhip ; no, God 
is ry witneſs, I do what I do int Obedience to him, and 
do know him to juſtifie me, and comfort wie m ry 
Bonds for the ſame; and it is a Dent matter to be judg« 
| ed at mans day; yet I for Truths ſake, was free ts 
clear my ſelf of your falfe Charges. 


But perhaps you may ſtill ſay, If I be no Heretich, I 
am one that cauſes Diviſions ayd O ences contrary to your 
Doftrine. 


Well, ſuppoſe T be ; nay, ſuppoſe I was one that 
cauſed Diviſions and Offences contrary to the DoQtine 
of the Apoſtles, yet ſee what muſt be done to ſuch ; 
Why, faith the Apoſtle, 1 beſeech you Brethren, mark them 
that cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to our Dotrine, 
which ye have karned, and avoid them, Avoid them, 
what is that ? All flee their Company : But let nie tell 
you, we are none of this ſort, for we cauſe no Dijvi- 
ſions from the Truth ; it is our travail and labour in the 
Lord, that men may be truly joyned unto the Truth, 
and live in it; and its thoſe that ſerve not our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift , but their own Bellys, who by -good 
Words and fair Speeches deceive the Hearts of the 
Simple ; but theſe goods Words and fair Speeches the 
People mult pay them well for too, elſe they muſt 
not have them :* But for good Works and fair Con 
verſations, thoſe are not to. be found amongſt the 
BELLT-SERVERS. a 
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c-: But--way I not here oor to ſay by the People 
galled Quakers, as Paul-did by the Romans, Your the 
dience is come abroad. unto all Men; yea; and-I be. 
lieve God: will bruiſe Satan under our Feet ſhortly, 
though he be ſuffered to caſt ſome. of usinto Priſon now, 
for the tryal of our Faith, and accuſe us fallly of many 
things, as he did Fob, and makes Lyes his Refuge, yet 
his time is ſhort; and God, even our God, will over all 
Exalt his own. Name and Truth, to the Joy of all the 
Upright-hearted. | - wh 


. Written in Derby Goal in the Tear 1682. where I yet 
remain « Priſoner. | 

JOHN GRATTON. - 

Path 36.7. Go Preach, ſaying, the Kingdom -of YHeaven'is at 

* Like 16. 10, 11. "But into whatſoever City: ye-enter, und they 


* receive you not, go your ways into the Streets of the ſame, and 
*:ſays Even the Duft of your City which cleaveth on us, we do ihe 
e 


"of agevniſt you;, notwithſtanding, be. ye afſured of this, that t 
#*+ Kingdom of God45 come nigh wnto you. 


THE END, 


Yths” + 


